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CLINICS. ‘ scrofulous-looking boy, but not weak, and 

resided at Little Peter Street, an unhealthy 

A Clinical Lecture on Scarlet Fever, de- {locality in this neighbourhood. There was 
livered at Westminster Hospital, Nov. 1852. : no evidence of his having had communica- 
By Hamitton Rog, M. D., Physician to the § tion with any one similarly affected. He 
Hospital.—GenTLemeNn: I have to-day an‘ said he had been seized with fever and 
opportunity of directing your attention to; sore throat three days before his admission, 
three cases of scarlet fever, which afford { and from that time had been gradually get- 
good illustrations, one of them, of the usual } ting worse. He was covered with a scarlet 
course of that disease when it goes on favour- ; eruption, most marked over the abdomen, 
ably, and two, of terminations which I be- {and complained of great difficulty of swal- 
lieve to be more common than they are lowing from the state of his throat, which 
generally supposed. ‘There are in all, eight ; wasredand swollen. His tongue was coated 
patients now in the Hospital suffering from } at the base, red at its tip, and on its edges: 
this complaint, which is a larger number} his respiration was easy; pulse quick; 
than ever has been in it at one time since I ; heart’s action accelerated, but unaccompa- 
have been one of its physicians. nied by any unusual sounds; his skin was 
The case I shall first notice is that of }hot; his bowels had not been opened for 
Samuel Stamford, a boy of thirteen years; three days; his breath was offensive; his 
of age, who was admitted into King William } urine high-coloured; his senses were dull, 
ward on the 16th of October, and is now and he lay without taking notice of any one. 
fast convalescing. He was a blear-eyed,{ Now, it must be evident to you, that be- 
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66 CLINICS. 

fore we can form a correct notion of the § natural secretions, in the hope of their carry- 
treatment that is likely to prove useful for: ing off the poison; to strengthen and sup- 
any disease, we must have ascertained its’ port the system under the efforts it will 
causes, and its consequences or terimina- ’ make to get rid of it, or to destroy its power 
tions; for, unless we have done this, we | by chemicalaction. Dr. Hamilton, of Edin- 
cannot know what is to be effected, and‘ burgh, advised purgatives with the first 
what prevented; and, therefore, we have $ view; carbonate of ammonia, bark, and 
nothing to guide us in selecting remedies.’ stimulants have been recommended by 
The opinion now generally entertained by ; others with the second; hydrochloric acid 
the medical profession respecting scarlet and chlorine, with gentle aperients, have 
fever, is, that in common with typhus fever, long been used in this hospital and else- 
smallpox, cholera, and other epidemics, it; where with the third view. The chlorine 
is caused by the introduction of some poison } mixture is made by mixing ten grains of 
into the system, from inhaling air in which; chlorate of potash with one drachm of 
miasma is suspended, or some noxious gas } hydrochloric acid, and when the chlorine is 
mixed; that when the poison is got rid of {all evolved, adding water to it by degrees, 





pretty soon, recovery takes place; but when 
it is not, that it induces disease of one or ; 
more vital organs, which often destroys life. 
The kidneys, bronchi, and lungs, are those 
most frequently affected, and, therefore, 
scarlet fever may be said to terminate in 
Bright’s kidney, bronchitis, or pneumonia. 
Rheumatism also has been observed by Dr. 
Golding Bird, to come on occasionally after 
it. 





The first indication of treatment, when a! 


until it is taken up. Diluents and liquid 
nutriment are also given freely, and, under 
this mode of treatment, a large majority of 
patients affected with épidemic diseases re- 
cover. Scarlet fever is to be treated on 
similar principles, for we have no antidote 
to its poison; belladonna has been asserted 
to be one, and a prophylactic also against it, 
but on no better grounds than that it cavses 
the same symptoms and appearances ; you 
will therefore not be surprised to hear that 


poison has either been taken or entered the ‘its frequent failures prove that it does not 
system is, to give an antidote for it, and this ¢ possess the power of either one or the other. 
we should do in all cases of epidemic dis-: In Stamford’s case, these principles of 
ease, if we could ; but we are not acquainted ‘treatment were partially carried out. An 
with any medicine which possesses the ;emetic of sulphate of zinc was first given 
power of destroying an animal poison with- ; him, then a mixture of antimony and ipeca- 
in the body ; we are, therefore, obliged to cuanha. He was directed to drink freely of 
direct our efforts towards counteracting its; warm rennet-whey, which, as you know, 





effects, and assisting the system to throw it 
off through some of its emunctories. The 
symptoms or effects which are usually first 
observed are, chilliness, rigors, oppressed 
circulation, and a torpid and depressed state 
of the nervous system, which sometimes 
proves speedily fatal. I have known scarlet 
fever to cause death within twenty-four 
hours after the eruption has appeared, and 
smallpox has frequently done the same. To 
counteract the effects just enumerated, it is 
considered by many medical practitioners 
advisable to give emetics as early as pos- 
sible afier the disease has set in, as having 
a tendency to cool and soften the skin, and 
to induce it to perspire; they also divert 
the blood from the internal organs to the 
surface, and help the system to rid itself of 
the poison. The medicines usually next 
given are intended to fulfil one of the fol- 
lowing indications, according to the view of 








the practitioner: to increase some of the 


contains much of the nutritive matter of 
milk, and is readily taken up by the veins, 
and absorbed without requiring much effort 
on the part of the stomach to digest it, and 
a diet of weak beef-tea and veal broth was 
ordered for him. This plan of treatment 


‘had been commenced when I first saw him, 


and as he was progressing favourably, I did 
not alter it. A piece of flannel, soaked in a 
saturated solution of camphor in spirits of 
wine—a valuable stimulant by the way— 
was put round his throat, with very good 
effect, according to the suggestion of Mr. 
George, of Kensington, who has lately 
written a very interesting book on its utility 
in smallpox. On the 23d, an infusion of cin- 
chona was substituted for the former medi- 
cine, and he left the hospital well on the 2d 
of November. His urine was examined 
several times during his illness, but on no 
occasion did it exhibit a trace of albumen. 
The next case was that of Clara Glover, 











CLINICS. 


aged five years anda half, who was admitted 
into Adelaide ward on the 21st of October. 
She resided in a house in Lower Gardiner 
Street, which was repcrted to have been 
examined and pronounced healthy a few 
days before by the Sanitary Commission. 
Her parents had seven children; two of 
them were lying dead at home when she 
was brought in, and the other four were 
sickening, in all probability with the same 
disease under which she was herself labour- 
ing. She looked to be a strong child, and 
was said to have been very well until the 
day before, when she began to be very 
feverish. On the morning of the 2st a 
scarlet eruption appeared all over her body ; 
her throat was very sore, skin hot, pulse 
quick, respiration natural, and tongue very 
red, but she had no alarming or unusual 
symptom. One grain of tartar-emetic was 
directed to be given immediately, and after- 
wards the chlorine mixture, with a gentle 
aperient ; rennet-whey and broth were her 
drink and diet. Under this treatment she 
went on very well until the 23d, when she 
appeared languid, her pulse feeble, her eyes 
sunken, and her colour of asomewhat leaden 
hue, and the eruption paler than it had been ; 
but she had no cough, movement of the ala 
nasi, difficulty of breathing, nor other symp- 
tom to show that the lungs were becoming 
diseased. Under the impression that she 
was sinking, and wanted support, wine was 
given her, with arrowroot, and her throat 
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the lungs been superinduced by the narrow- 
ing of the opening into the trachea, or had 
that been caused by the congestion of the 
lungs? On the former supposition, trache- 
otomy might have saved this child’s life ; 
on the latter, that operation would have 
been useless, and active measures to re- 
lieve the lungs might have been attended 
with a similar result. The progress and 
termination of the next case show which 
of these diseased states was probably the 
antecedent one, and also what mode of 
treatment was most likely to be successful. 

Henry Walsh, aged eleven years, was 
admitted into King William ward, from 
Yalding, early in September, suffering from 
great difficulty of breathing. His counte- 
nance was blue; his respiration loud and 
wheezing ; his chest moved very little during 
an inspiration, and sounded tympanitic ge- 
nerally, but insome parts a degree of dulness 
was perceived ; loud rales of various kinds 
were heard over the chest; his heart acted 
feebly, but its sounds were not unnatural. 
It was stated that he had had the affection 
of his breathing from childhood ; nauseating 
medicines were given him, with some relief, 
and he went on tolerably well until the 20th 
of October, when he became feverish, skin 
hot, throat very sore, pulse much accele- 
rated, but his respiration was less difficult 
than usual. It was then observed that he 
was covered with a scarlet eruption, and that 
his tongue was very red; and asa boy in 


was sponged internally with a stimulating ; the same ward had just had scarlet fever, it 
gargle. On the next day (Sunday) she was; was probable he had taken that disease from 


still more depressed when I visited her. 
gave her immediately come warm wine; 
but after swallowing a few teaspoonfuls, ap- 
parently with pleasure, she turned her eyes 
up as if going to have a fit, and expired 
That was the fourth day after the eruption 
had appeared. Many of the gentlemen now 
present saw the post-mortem examination. 
No doubt you noticed that the arytenoid car- 
tilages were in such close apposition that 
air could not pass between them, arid there- 
fore you must feel convinced that this child 
died from suffocation; the trachea and 
bronchi were healthy, but here and there 
throughout the lungs were portions con- 
gested with blood; the head was not ex- 
amined; the heart and kidneys were na- 
tural. 

The important question in reference to 
other cases in which similar symptoms may 





hereafter be observed is: Had the state of} rected that wine or brandy should be ad- 


I;him. An emetic was given him immedi- 


ately ; this was followed by the chlorine 
mixture; warm whey was his drink, and 
his diet was beef-tea. He went on favour- 
ably until the 25th, when he was observed 
to have the peculiar look which Clara Glover 
had had when she changed for the worse— 
a faint expression, sunken eye, and similar 
colour of his skin ; his pulse was very feeble, 
like hers, and his skin cool, but there was 
no indication of any increased difficulty of 
breathing, nor any material or marked phy- 
sical symptom to show that the state of the 
lungs was worse than it had previously been ; 
but the similarity of his appearance to that 
of the child in whom the lungs had been 
found congested, induced me to believe that 
he was labouring under a similar affection. 
Under this persuasion, I gave him one grain 
of tartar-emetic every four hours, and di- 
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ministered, lest that medicine should lower‘ not make, in the girl’s case, that minute 
him too much. Next day (Oct. 26) he was } examination of her chest which would have 
visibly better; the sunken eye and depressed } been necessary to detect the slight degree 
expression of countenance had disappeared ; | of congestion which existed in her lungs, 
his nervous energy was increased ; his pulse ’ and which could not have caused death had 
was stronger and skin warmer; his colour} there been no accompanying fever, and it 
was bluish. I then directed the tartar-? was overlooked. In the boy’s case, we were 
emetic to be given only when his breathing } put on our guard by what we had detected 
became difficult; he took it twice in the$ in the girl, and consequently made a proper 
next twenty-four hours. This plan of treat-} examination of his chest, discovered the 
ment was continued for a few days. On? state, and administered remedies, which, as 
the ist of November he appeared to be suf- ; you saw, restored him from an apparently 
fering less, and in every way better than he } dying condition. In typhus fever of a cer- 
had been on his admission; the wheezing ; tain type, this form of congestion, unaccom- 
not so loud, and the rales fainter; and he is; panied by any difficulty of breathing com- 
now as well as usual. His urine had not? plained of by the patient, or visible to the 
exhibited any traces of albumen throughout i eye, is known to be a common occurrence ; 





the course of his disease. we are therefore always on the watch for 


The similarity of this boy’s general ap- 
pearance and symptoms, on the 25th, to 
Clara Glover’s, on the 23d—the days on 
which they respectively became worse— 
made it more than probable that the same 
cause had produced them. That this cause 
was congestion of the Jungs was made all 
but certain by the detection of that morbid 
condition at the post-mortem examination of 
the girl; by the beneficial action on the boy 
of medicine known to be specially useful in 
such eases; by the absence, in both cases, 
of stridulous breathing, and the other cha- 
racteristic signs which invariably accompany 
contraction of the orifice of the trachea; and, 
in the girl’s case, of any long-standing alte- 
ration of structure which could have caused 
sudden death. The state of the lungs, 
therefore, could not have been induced, in 
either case, by the approximation of the ary- 
tenoid cartilages, or any contraction of the} 
opening into the air-passages, for no symp- 
toms of either was ever observed in the boy, 
nor, indeed, in the girl; it must therefore 
have been the antecedent affection. 

In cases such as these tracheotomy could 
not have been useful, and the only measures 
likely to prove so must be such as sai 
assist in the removal of the congestion. 
But you will naturally inquire why the dis. 





the very first symptoms of it. But not so 
in scarlet fever; for death in the early stage 
of it—that is, soon after the appearance of 
the eruption—is supposed to be caused by 
the shock given to the system by a poison; 
if it occur at alater period of the same stage, 
but before the eruption has disappeared, it 
is usually attributed tothe state of the throat 
and the depression of the vital powers, which 
are supposed to be the later effects of the 
same cause; and it is only after the com- 
plaint is over that organic disease of the kid- 
neys, lungs, and bronchi, are believed to 
occur. 

Now, the occurrence of these two cases 
has led me to suspect that many of those 
instances in which the state of the throat 
and debility are supposed to be causing 
death, it is congestion of the lunge that in 
reality is doing so, and they are merely its 
effects or consequences. To confirm or 
remove this suspicion, I shall request all my 
medical friends, who have the opportunity 
of seeing much scarlet fever amongst the 
poor, to examine the bodies of those who 
die of that disease ; to note the alterations of 
structure they observe, and the stage at 
which the signs of their presence were first 
perceived ; and, until statistical inquiries have 
removed all doubts as to the cause of the 





eased condition of the Jungs was not detect- } peculiar symptoms observed in the last two 
ed at its commencement? The answer is, { cases, to try tartar-emetic whenever they 
that there was no visible disturbance of the’ presentthemselves. Meanwhile, the lessons 
respiratory functions to attract our attention. } we have to learn are, that in the early stages 
Organic affections of the lungs are known} of: other fevers besides typhus, congestion 
to be amongst the sequele of scarlet fever, } of the lungs may take place, and that, owing 
but are not expected to occur at the early ; to that diminished sensitiveness to the want 
stage of it; we were not, therefore, on the; of air which probably all fevers produce, 


watch for them; for these reasons, we did } such a condition may be unaccompanied by 
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any consciousness of its existence on the} ‘‘Let no one imagine, that in making 
part of the patient, or the characteristic ra- ithe foregoing strictures on the doings of the 
tional signs which are always observed when } ‘last meeting of the Association, | am in- 
there is no specific fever to mask them ; and } ‘clined to find unnecessary fault, or to inter- 
therefore that in all fevers we should examine } pose the slightest obstacle to the prosperity 
the lungs daily.—Zancet, March 26, 1853. {and harmony of that institution. On the 
contrary, they are called forth by the warm- 
est solicitude for its permanent prosperity 
and usefulness. It has, during the six brief 
years of its existence, done much, very 
much, to create a healthier public sentiment 
in the profession, to increase the intercourse 
and friendly feelings g its 8, 10 
extend its local organizations, and to excite 
the feelings of just emulation in the pursuit 


SKETCHES AND ILLUSTRATIONS 


| 
OF MEDICAL QUACKERY. 





Another Forgery by a Quack.—The fol- 
lowing is from the Boston Daily Journal :— 

‘* Our attention has been called to a cer- 
tain paragraph credited to the Boston Jour- of science. 
nal, and included among the ‘ opinions of} ‘‘I ardently desire to see it continue to dif- 
the press,’ appended to the advertisement of { fuse abroad the same healthful and ennobling 
a nostrum, called ‘ Morse’s Cordial.’ The jinfluences. While I admit that the present 
advertisement, with all its appendages, is } constitutional ratio of representation is theo- 
published in the Commonwealth, and in {retically unequal, yet it certainly has not, 
several New York papers of equivocal }thus far, developed in practice any important 
standing, and perhaps in other newspapers jabuses. And hence, instead of risking the 
which we have not seen. Stripped of its {harmony of diverse interests and feelings by 
most objectionable phraseology, it has also }constant attempts at more nice constitu- 





appeared without its appendages in several 


§ 
‘tional adjustments, every effort should be 


newspapers of respectable standing in this }made to cultivate a broader liberality, a 


city. 
“The language attributed to the Journalin 
the ‘ opinions of the press,’ is of a character | 


which we should not dare to lay before our 


readers--and which we are anxious to dis- 
claim. It is a forgery throughout. So far 
from publishing the remarks ascribed to us, 
we have positively and repeatedly refused to 
admit on any terms the advertisement into 
our columns, even with its real character 
glossed over, or to notice it in any way 
whatever.” 


MEDICAL NEWS. 
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American Medical Association.—Dr. N. 
S. Davis, now of Chicago, who certainly 
gave the first impulse to the movement which 
resulted in the formation of the American 
Medical Association, who has constantly 
laboured te promote its objects, and:whose 
opinions on all subjects involving its success 
should there/ore command a respectful con- 
sideration, concludes a review of the pro- 
ceedings of the last meeting with the fol- 
lowing remarks :— 


‘freer communion of those representing all 
legitimate interests, and a more patient, dif- 
fusive, and energetic spirit of scientific re- 
search. And I am fully convinced that 
‘these important objects would be more 
speedily and certainly accomplished, if the 
Association would appoint fewer committees, 
exact more prompt and carefully digested 
‘reports, and induce all its members to come 
?up to the annual meetings prepared in the 
‘true spirit of candor and liberality, to ex- 
‘amine every report and paper presented, for 
‘the purpose of adding whatever their own 
‘experience and observation had furnished in 
jrelation thereto. Such a course, pursued 
in such a spirit, would not only carry the 
$ Association onward through a long career of 
{ prosperity and usefulness, but would give to 
ie its general recommendations, in relation 
to medical education and literature, greatly 
‘ increased effect.”” 

Though we cannot indorse all Dr. 
Davis’s opinions regarding the present con- 
stitution, and some of the amendments which 
have been proposed, we take pleasure in re- 
cording our convictions of the entire correct- 
ness of the above concluding remarks, 

The members of the Association may 
undoubtedly be far more honourably and 
profitably employed than in constitution. 
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mending ; and although the present consti- { upon the green turf ; the rose, the eglantine, 
tution be not free from defects, yet, as the ; and the woodbine had put forth their young 
Association has prospered under it for six’ shoots; and before the end of the month, the 
years, it might continue to do the same for; willow tops were fairly green with young 
a longer period, if its members, instead of § foliage; the Ohio buck-eye—/Esculus pal- 
listening to the enemies of the Association, } lida—had opened its calix, and the magno- 
and wasting their time in efforts to discover‘ lia conspicua had covered itself with its 
minute defects in our scheme of organization, ; showy blossoms. 

would but devote their microscopesand their; Snow or rain fell on seven days, eleven 
faculties to enlarge the bounds of our science, ; were cloudy, and thirteen fair. The whole 
to increase the certainty, perfect the effi ; amount of rain for the month, as recorded 
cacy, and augment the usefulness of our art. at the Pennsylvania Hospital, was 2.46 hun- 
These are the main objects for which the } dredths inches. 

Association was founded ; and unless itcan; The range of the thermometer was from 
be shown that there is something in its} 20, on the morning of the 15th, to 71 on the 
organization calculated to impede the attain. } afternoon of the 26th, or 51 degrees for the 
ment of those aims, a perfect equality of re-} month. 

presentation may be considered as asecond-; The whole number of deaths, from dis- 
ary matter. t eases casualties, and murders, was 730 for 
= : the month. By consulting our tabular daily 








Philadelphia County Medical Society.—} record, it will be seen that the month, though 
At a meeting of this Society, held April 20,’ warm, has well preserved its tempestuous 
1853, the following members were elected} character; six times the wind’s force is put 
delegates to the Pennsylvania State Medical } down at 4, or a strong wind, and four times 
Society :— at 5, a very strong wind. The morning 

Drs. Wm. Ashmead, John B. Biddle, ; mean force was 1.32 hundredths, the after- 
Henry Bond, B. H.Coates,Charles F. Bibig- } noon, 3, giving a mean average force for the 
haus, Thomas F’, Betton, Joseph Carson, D.} month of 2.16, which is high for this city. 
Francis Condie, J. R. Bryan, Wm. Darrach,; The morning of the 12th, was overcast, 
G. Emerson, James V. Emlin, George Fox, } with a gentle breeze from the N. E.; in the 
P. B. Goddard, D. Gilbert, Edward Hallo- ; afternoon the wind veered to the N. W., 
well, S. L. Hollingsworth, Isaac Hays, N.} was moderate, and the clouds were broken ; 
L. Hatfield, Samuel Jackson, W. Jewell,} the evening was clear, and without wind. 
E. Janvier, A. L. Kennedy, W. H. Klapp,; On going to the street door at 10 P. M., we 
W. L. Knight, John F. Lamb, Wm. May- were surprised at witnessing quite a quick 
burry, John K. Mitchell, George W. Norris, } sprinkling of rain; not a cloud was to be 
A. Naudain, Henry S. Patterson, R. J.} seen, and our credulity was taxed—others 
Levis, L. Rodman, N. C. Reid, M. B.; had professed to have witnessed this pheno- 
Smith, A. E. Stocker, L. Turnbull, F.; menon, but it was new tous. The sprink- 
West, J. Warrington, Thomas H. Yardley. ling was light, and continued but a few 

= minutes; it was so considerable as to re- 

Review of the Weather in Philadelphia} mind us to offer a friend, who was about to 
during the month of March, 1853.—Since$ depart, an umbrella. Though the pheno- 
our last review, the vernal equinox has; menon, as we have said, is not new to 
passed, but without the usual equinoctial; science, we know not if any satisfactory ex- 
storm. The month, like the three preced- ; planation has been given, and we record the 
ing winter months, was remarkably mild,; fact because it pertains to our subject, but 
the mean temperature being 44.27 hun- $ without comment. 
dredths, which is 6 deg. above the mean’ Again, at one o'clock, on the afternoon of 
average temperature of March in this city,; the 20th, a circle, distinct and moderately 
and unequalled on our record of 63 years,} vivid, was seen about the sun. It was from 
save in 1845 and 1851, when the mean rose} 40 to 45 degrees in diameter, and continued 
to 44 and 443; except also, 1842, when the} unimpaired till two o’clock, when it gradu- 
average temperature of the month, accord- } ally faded, and had quite disappeared at 23 
ing to Pierce, was 47 degrees. P. M. The whole heavens were mottled 

So early as the 8th, in the open grounds,; with light clouds (cirri), passing quickly 
the little crocus was expanding its petals; from the west, yet the solar circle seemed 
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not at all disturbed by them. The surface 
of this great disk, occupying half the space, 
and about midway between the horizon and 
the zenith, was darker, by several shades, 
than the heavens without the ring. Ocular 
spectrum, a bright pea-green, followed by 
red; the green persistent. 

This phenomenon was first seen from a 
space on the ground open to the west only, 
the other three sides being well screened or 
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shaded by high brick walls, On going to 
the house-top for a better view, the irised 
colors and the darkened disk had disap- 
peared. The circle itself, also, was nearly 
invisible. In the open street, the view was 
no better, but on returning to the obscure 
nook, whence it was first observed, this 
interesting meteor reappeared with all its 
distinctness, and all its beauty. P.S. 









































THERMOMETER. | WIND—COURSE AND FORCE. 
a 5 | REMARKS, 
0! 
month. | Sunrise.| 2 P.M.| Mean. | Sunrise. 2P.M. 
1 40 38 39 E. 1. N.E.3 Fog, rain after 8 A. M., all day. 
2 38 47 434 8. W.1 W.S. W.3 ae cloudy. 
3 25 42 38} W. by N.2 N.W.3 Do. showers last night, fair. 
4 2 40 36 8. W.1 N.E.2 Overcast, snow, P. M. and even- 
ing. 
5 80 38 34 N.W.3 W.2 Fair, snow 1 inch, clear. 
6 27 39 33 8.W.3 W.S8. W.1 | Cloudless, fair. 
7 34 47 403 8. W.1 8. W. 2 Cloudy, fair. 
8 40 54 47 N. W.1 W. by N.1 | Do. cloudy, sprinkling of rain. 
9 46 59 52 E.N. E.1 8.8. W.3 | Overcast, light showers. 
10 34 48 41 N.W.1 N. E. 2 Clear. 
11 38 41 39} N.E.3 N.5 Snow and rain, rainy day. 
12 38 4k 41 N.N.E.2 N.N.W.2 Overcast, fair, clear, rain without 
clouds at 10 P.M 
13 44 51 7 Calm. N.W.3 Cloudy, fair, clear. 
14 35 44 394 8. W.1 W.5 Clear, fair, clear. 
15 20 29 244 N. W.4 N.W.5 Cloudless, clear. 
16 24 40 32 8. W.2 W.S. W. 2 Do. do. 
17 32 42 37 8.4 8. by W. 2 Mist, rain after 12 M. 
18 48 62 55 0 Ww.5 Dense fog, clear. 
19 40 51 455 w.2 N.W.4 Cloudless, clear, 
20 39 60 493 8. W.1 8.2 Do. haze, cloudy. 
21 48 65 564 8.8. W.1 W.3 Cloudy, fair, clear. 
22 §2 62 57 N.W.2 W.S.W.3 | Clear, fair, clear. 
23 40 46 43 &8.W. 8. W.4 Clear, cloudy, clear. 
24 36 44 40 W. 3 w.4 Fair, cloudy. , 
25 87 56 464 8. W. 2 W.3 Cloudy, clear after 9 A. M. 
26 46 71 584 8. W.1 8.8.W.5 | Overcast, fair, rain 7 P. M. 
r7f 46 50 48 W.N. W. 2 N.W.4 Cloudless, cloudy, cloud) 
28 36 50 43 W. by N.1 w.4 Clear, cloudy, clear. 
29 38 56 47 Calm. 8S. W.3 Cloudless. 
30 46 7 58 8.8. W.2 8.8. W.4 Overcast, clear. 
31 48 62 55 Calm. 8. W.1 Clear, haze or smoke, 
38.29 50.25} 44.27 1.32 3.00 Monthly mean. 
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Hampden Sidney College.—It has been 
determined to establish a chair of Physio- 
‘logy and Medical Jurisprudence in the 
$ Medical Department of this College. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 
‘ Death from Chloroform at University Col- 


lege Hospital.—On Tuesday last, Mr. Wak- 
; bey held a lengthened inquiry relative to the 


ANA a nnn nnnnwnn 


26 ;cause of the death of Caroline Baker, an 
26 } ; unmarried woman, aged 28 years, who died 
33 {in University College Hospital from the 
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effects of chloroform. 
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The inquest-room {used in the administration of chloroform. 


was crowded by medical gentlemen, and { The jury retired, and, after a brief delibera- 


others anxious to hear the particulars of the 
catastrophe.—Mr. J. H. Gould, physician’s 
assistant, deposed that on Friday night, the 
18th inst., deceased was admitted into the 
hospital, suffering from sloughing ulceration 
of the labia and vagina. Mr. Erichsen, one 
of the surgeons to the hospital, directed Mr. 
White, the acting house-surgeon, to apply 
nitric acid to the sores. Accordingly, on 
Saturday morning, Mr. Gould, the physi- 
cian’s assistant, and Mr. White, proceeded 
to prepare the patient for the application of 
the acid; Mr. White, as is the custom on 
such occasions, first administering chloro- 
form to the patient, Mr. Gould being in 
readiness to apply the acid. The chloro- 
form, supposed in the first instance to be 
about a drachm, was poured on lint about 
five inches square, and folded four or five 
times over. After a short time, the patient 
became restless, talked loudly, and threw 
about her arms. Soon afterwards, a partial 
relaxation of the limbs took place, and she 
became insensible and pulseless. Witness, 
fearing a fatal result, sent for Mr. Clover, 
the resident medical officer. Artificial re- 
spiration was kept up, galvanism applied ,and 
everything done to resuscitate her, but in 
vain, as she sank and died. Mr. Clover 
corroborated the previous witness, and stated 
that, although not a qualified practitioner, 
Mr. White was fully capable of administer- 
ing chloroform, and that he had only fol- 
lowed the usual practice on such occasions. 
During four years, chloroform had been ap- 
plied in 1600 instances in University College 
Hospital, with but one fatal case occurring. 
The quantity of chloroform administered 
was at the option of the operator, and gene- 
rally averaged from half a drachm to a 
drachm at the commencement. Professor 
Erichsen performed the autopsy, and found 
a fatty degeneration of the heart, and also 
that death was produced by a paralysis of 
the heart, from the influence of chloroform. 
The unfortunate affair was purely an acci- 
dent, for which no one was to blame. Dr. 
R. Quain concurred in Professor Erichsen’s 
opinion, and added, that portions of the 
heart having been handed to him by that 
gentleman for examination under the micro- 
scope, he had found that organ, particularly } 
on the right side, in a state of fatty degene- 
ration. The coroner summed up, and com- 





mented on the great caution that should be 


tion, returned a verdict, ‘that the death 
was caused by paralysis of the heart, pro- 
duced by the influence of chloroform, casu- 
ally, accidentally, and by misfortune.” The 
foreman stated, that it was the unanimous 
opinion of the jury, that a medical gentle- 
man of experience should always be present 
when chloroform was administered ; and M. 
Erichsen promised that on all future occa- 
sions the recommendation should receive 
every attention.—Lancet, March 26, 1853. 

Treatment of Irreducible Hernia.—For 
fifteen years past, Mr. B. B. Coorer has en- 
deavored, and in many instances success- 
fully, to reduce irreducible hernia by a long- 
continued recumbent position, a strict sys- 
tem of diet, the use of purgative and lowering 
medicines, the application of cold to the tu- 
mour, and the frequent employment of gentle 
taxis; and now he recurs to the subject and 
collects a number of cases, because other 
claims to this method have recently been 
urged in a French periodical. Of these 
cases the following will serve as exam- 
ples:— 

“In 1837 (writes Mr. Cooper), a gentle- 
man named W——, came to my house to 
consult me respecting his son, a lad of seven- 
teen, who was afflicted with an irreducible 
congenital hernia, which had become irre- 
ducible about two months before he was 
brought to me. During these two months 
he had twice suffered severely from ob- 
struction in the descended bowel. 

‘‘In this case I attempted to reduce the 
hernia by the taxis; but failing in this, I 
adopted the following treatment: I first 
ordered an enema to empty the lower 
bowels; then a purgative pill at night, with 
saline purgative draught in the morning. 
His bowels were freely opened by these 
means; but as the hernia still remained 
irreducible, I ordered that he should keep 
himself in a recumbent position, with his 
shoulders raised by pillows, and his thighs 
bent upon the pelvis, so that the muscles of 
the abdomen might be perfectly relaxed; 
ice was frequently applied to the surface of 
the tumour; he was kept upon very low 
diet, with the bowels moderately open. 
This treatment was continued for nineteen 
days; nothing remarkable occurred during 
that time; but on the nineteenth day the 
hernia was reduced almost accidentally by 
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the hand of the patient himself, who was} Dr. Badeley, which was treated upon the 
feeling to ascertain whether the tumor had same principle, and terminated equally suc- 
diminished in size. A truss was at once ? cessfully. Ihave published an account of 
applied, and from that time I never heard } ;this case in my Lectures on Surgery.” — 

that the hernia had descended again. { Ranking’s Abstract, July to Dec., 1852, 

‘Tn 1838, a patient was sent to me by; _ 

Mr. Hutchinson, of Witham, in Essex, with; Influence of the Spinal Marrow over the 
a large irreducible scrotal hernia; it had{ Movements of the Iris.—It has long been 
been irreducible about three months, during ° known, by the experiments of Pourrour 
which time he had only once or twice suf. ; ; Durerir, an anatomist of the last century, 
fered from any symptom of intestinal ob- : that the section of the sympathetic nerve in 
struction. ‘The inconvenience arising from § the neck causes a contraction of the pupil on 
the size of the tumour was, however, so? the same side; and Biff, of Pisa, had shown 
great, that he was very anxious to have any ; that by galvanizing the upper extremity of 
operation performed for its reduction. I the divided nerve, the dilation of the pupil 
recommended in this case a plan of treat-{ was produced. Messrs. Budge and Waller 
ment exactly similar to that last described ; ; have now proved, by actual and well-con- 
but in addition, as the patient was very ple- ’ ducted experiments, that this property of the 
thoric, I ordered that he should firat be bled ; cervical portion of the great sympathetic 
from the arm; but either from fearing the { corresponds with a portion of the spinal 
restrictions required in my method, which § marrow situated between the seventh cer- 
I had explained to him, or perhaps from ; vical and second dorsal vertebre. When 
some reason connected with his avocation this portion of the medulla spinalis is de- 
(that of a farmer), be did not at once sub-;stroyed, the influence of the sympathetic 
mit himself to the treatment, although at}nerve upon the iris ceases; from which 
first he appeared so desirous of doing so.} circumstance it is inferred that it is the 
After about three’ weeks, however, he’ spinal marrow which regulates the move- 
placed himself under Mr. Hutchinson’s; ments of the pupil, and that the sympathetic 
care, and adhered to all my directions with} nerve only transmits the influence of the 
the greatest exactness and patience. He spinal marrow upon the iris, without itself 





lay for fifteen days, and on the evening of 
the fifteenth, Mr. Hutchinson easily reduced 
the hernia by gentle taxis. A truss was 
applied, and there was never alterwards, to 
my knowledge, any symptom of the hernia 
again returning. 

‘* My late friend, Dr. Badeley, of Chelms- 
ford, hearing of the result of the treatment in 
the last case, at the end of the same year stnt 
me an old gentleman, who had had a scrotal 
hernia for four years. During this time his 
life had once been in great danger from pro- 
tracted obstruction of the protruded bowel. 
I described to Dr. Badeley the treatment I 
had adoptéd in Mr. Hutchinson’s case. I 
directed him to keep his patient recumbent, 
to freely evacuate his bowels, to apply ice 
to the tumour, and to limit him to very low 
diet. It was five weeks before the tumour 
became reducible in this case; it then went 
up suddenly as the patient was getting up 
out of a chair, in which he had been sitting 
whilst his bed was making. In this case, 
as in the others, a truss was put on at once. 
and, four years after, the patient told me 
that the hernia had never returned. I had 
subsequently a second case of this kind from 





having any direct action on that membrane. 
This appears to be clear from the experi- 
ments made by Messrs. Budge and Waller. 
These researches would also tend to prove 
that the cervical sympathetic nerve takes its 
course from the neck to the head, instead of 
proceeding, as it is thought, from the brain 
to.the chest. It would aleo appear from 
these experiments, that the functions of the 
ganglionic system are not independent, as 
stated by several authors, but are, like the 
functions of other nerves, under the influence 
of the cerebro-spinal axis.—Lancet, Feb. 12, 
1853. 

Case of Cataract without Operation.— 
The late Mr. Datrympte, in his splendid 
work on the Pathology of the Human Eye, 
makes the following just remarks on this 
subject. 

‘* As perfect transparency is the normal 
state of the lens, so an approach of opacity 
is a deviation from that condition, a disease, 
and a loss of due nutrition of this complex 
mechanism. I assert, however, fearlessly, 
that whenever such opacity has occurred in 
the lens as shall be unequivocally deter- 
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mined, though it may be slow in progress, 13d. That, according to the highest authori- 


or even arrested for a time, that structure { 
never recovers its former pellucid state. In‘ 
other words, no medical treatment—no im- 


ties, the percentage of the soluble extract 
which should be furnished by the well- 
prepared and genuine tincture is 5.26. 


provement of general health, can restore the | 4th. That one grain of soluble extract of 


lens to its original condition. It is neces- 
sary to state this firmly; because patients 


opium should be contained in 19 minims 
of the tincture. 


have been again and again deluded by speci- ‘5th. That the percentage of morphia in 
§ 


ous announcements of the cure of cataract } 
without operation. Innumerable specifics } 
have been vaunted: fumigations of pruseic } 
acid, of ammonia and ether, electricity, etc., 
applied with a promise of a certain cure; ‘ 
robbing not only the patients of their money, ' 
but also not unfrequently of the chances of 
success by operation, when they have be- § 
come blind by the farther progress of the! 
disease.”’ } 

Operations for Cancer.—It is stated (Med. 
Times and Gazette, April 2, 1853), that a 
woman was admitted lately into St. Bartholo- 
mew’s Hospital under Mr. Stanley’s care, 
with a small cancerous tumour in her breast, 
which had never given her any pain whatever. 
A consultation was held, in which Mr. Paget 
urged, that statistics had proved that the 
average length of life was Jess in cases ope- 
rated on than in others, and that, conse- 
quently, the only benefit derivable from } 
excision was the relief of pain. In the} 
present case there was none to relieve; and, 
seeing that cancers do not unfrequently re- 
main inactive and painless for considerable 
lengths of time, he judged it better practice 
not to risk the hastening of the catastrophe 
by a needless operation, but to wait until it 
was urgently required in order to secure the 
comfort of the patient. Mr. Stanley acqui- 
escing in this line of argument, the woman 
was allowed to return home, with directions 
to apply again when the tumour got worse. 

Analysis of Laudanum.—In the Lancet 
(March 12, 1853) there is given the results 
of an analysis of forty-one samples of lau- 
danum obtained from different druggists in 
London, and which shows how variable in 
strength that important preparation is. In 
reading the following table of results, it 
should be borne in mind :— 
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opium of the finest quality, according to 
the most recent analysis, is about 10, and 
that consequently 135 minims of tincture 
should contain one grain. 
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No. 1 943 5.16 20.5 3] 
No. 2 939 6.51 19.3 326 
No. 3 953 §.22 20.07 141 
No. 4 981 3.7 26.9 314.8 
No. 5 951 5.5 18.7 36.2 
No. 6 947 3.8 27.9 253.4 
No. 7 945 6.3 19.5 147.7 
No. 8 647 4.4 23.8 218 
No. 9 960 4.1 25.34 407 
No. 10 944 5.7 18.3 141 
No. 11 937 3.1 34.5 311.7 
No.12 948 5.0 21 158 
No. 13 962 4.6 22.3 163 
No. 14 955 3.9 26.8 200.4 
No. 15 962 4.3 23.7 272 
No. 16 940 5.16 20.5 208 
No.17 960 4.7 22.1 137 
No. 18 1036 21.3 4.5 399 
No. 19 945 5.7 18.2 139 
No. 20 933 44 24 887 
No. 21 963 3.6 28.3 344 
No.22| 944 71 14.9 143.7 
No. 23 962 5.07 20.49 155.0 
No, 24 964 5.2 19.9 188.5 
No. 25 963 4.7 22.08 112.5 
No. 26 964 4.2 24.7 150.6 
No. 27 953 5.2 20.1 147.4 
No.28 | 957 5.3 19.7 123.7 
No. 29 970 4.5 22.8 524.0 
No. 30 965 4.7 22.0 225.1 
No. 31 960 4.03 25.8 889.2 
No. 32 948 48 21.5 187.4 
No. 33 948 5.5 19.1 147.0 
No. 34 967 6.05 178 195.4 
No. 35 942 4.6 22.3 302.7 
No. 36 967 5.06 20.4 201.1 
No. 37 968 5.9 17.5 208.1 
No. 38 958 3. 29.0 205.8 
No. 39 965 4.6 22. 137.3 
No. 40 951 4.7 22.3 322.5 
No. 41 964 3.9 26.6 237.1 

















Psychotherapeia.—Mr. Denpy read a pa- 


Ist. That the specific gravity of the proof per on this subject before the Medical So- 


spirit ordered in the Pharmacepia to be } 
employed in the preparation of the tinc- 
tura opii is 920. 

2d. That the specific gravity of the tincture 





should be about 952. 


ciety of London. We quote the commenc- 
ing passages as the psychological basis of 
the essay: 
words, ‘Nec totum corpus (curabis) sine 
anima,’ he recorded a truth which few pro- 


‘*When Plato wrote these 
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bably will deny, but the principle of which, } cause of a vigorous circulation. The pulse, 
in the practice of medicine, has been con- respiration, and powers of a soldier during 
stantly blinked or set aside. ‘This error has} an inglorious retreat were contrasted with 
been committed, not only from deficient} those of the victorious pursuers. In the 
appreciation of the influence of mind, and; hospital also of a defeated army, the healing 
especially that one of its faculties which we } process is far more slow and imperfect than 
term volition, but also from a notion that} in that of the conquerer. The very inter- 
the psychologist speaks and writes of intel-} esting accounts of scorbutics in Lord An- 
lect as an abstraction, and not as that inti-}son’s voyage, and the pious fraud of the 
mate blending of mind and matter which} Prince of Orange at the siege of Breda, 
has laid the basis of modern psychology, } were apt illustrations of the effect of confi- 
and especially of the theory of insanity.}denceandhope. ‘To prove the intense effect 
What the blood is to a secreting gland, the of joy, Mr. Dendy related the case of a 
spirit is to the brain. The gland forms its? young lady, who had been long afflicted 
especial product from the blood; the brain} with complete hysterical aphonia, whose 
acting with spirit produces mind.’’ While} vocal organs were brought for a moment 
dwelling on the pathological influence of} into play by a promise of one of the costly 
mind on tissue, the author thus traced the? jewels in the Exhibition, if she would pro- 
course of asimple thought: ‘‘ The sensa-{nounce its name. She gained the prize. 
tions it often induces are those which, if in} Mr. Dendy next alluded to that prevalent 
higher degree, or more permanent, would error of human nature, automania, or wrong 
become symptoms or indications of disorder. } notions of self. Several interesting cases 
What is a chill (as of fear) but a rigor, like} were adduced from the author’s practice, 
that of ague—its cause cardiac congestion ?! from De Boismont, etc., as illustrations of 
What a throb, but that exalted innervation, } the potent effect of diversion or abeyance of 
which, if protracted, might produce cardiac} the mind as a remedy for maladies which 
hypertrophy? What the flush, but that} would perfectly resist the materia medica. 
hyperemic condition which might terminate ; If the current of morbid innervation be in- 
ininflammation ?”” The physiological, pro- ; tercepted, the mind would forget the malady, 
phylactic, and therapeutical influence of the ; which, according to the theory of Berkeley, 
mens sana was next referred to, and espe-; would then cease to exist. ‘This isa sub- 
cially the principle of psychical antagonism, ‘ ject really of practical importance. In al- 
opposing, for instance, the effects of anxiety, lusion to other cases of maladie imaginaire, 
fear, melancholy, remorse, etc., by devotion, } one melancholy instance was mentioned of 
hope, cheerfulness, self-control, etc. The} a medical gentleman under the author’s care, 
principle of mesmerism, and its prototypes, ; in whom, in the intervals of extensive prac- 
was entirely psychical, and should not be} tice, the automania that syphilis was corrod- 
blinked by medical philosophers, who thus 3 ing his osseous system, at length terminated 
apathetically permit the mercenary impos- } in suicide. The notion was perfectly ground- 
tor to gain the ascendant. Even the organic} less, and yvwe oeavroy would have saved 
functions dependent on special and gangli-} him. Congested lung, when instinct fails 
onic influence may be mentally excited.; in its duty, must be relieved by voluntary 
Even peristaltic action, the salivary and } effort; we must not forget to breathe. The 
spermatic secretions, may be induced by} consequent collapse of the air-cells will not 
peculiar studies and thoughts. The de-} only increase congestion, but even favour 
pressing effects of grief and fear may be in-{ the development of tubercle. By the due 
fluential in checking hemorrhage, or in re- } expansion of cells, the granule or germ in the 
moving acuta neuralgia, as inflammatory; pulmonary parenchyma, may be subdued 
toothache, etc., and the effect of shame, by} and keptdown. The cases of Bateman and 
derivation, in relieving the condition of in-} John Hunter might have formed fatal illus. 
ternal hyperemia, etc. Mr. Dendy referred} trations, had not the one been almost inces- 
to the extraordinary effects of terror in the} santly roused from slumber, and the other 
case of the previously speechless son of} set himself to the voluntary inflation of his 
Creesus, who, on the uplifting of an assas-; lungs. On this principle, sleep may be 
sin’s arm, exclaimed, ‘‘Slave! kill not} sometimes perilous in pulmonary disorder, 
Creesus,’’ and fo others. Hope is not only; as it withdraws volition. Probably this may 
felt in the heart, but is synchronously the’ have been the causa mortis in old asthmatic 
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persons, who, having long endured a sort of § tion put by Mr. Whalley, Lord Palmerston 
chronic atalectasis, have been discovered? said the Government was impressed with* 
dead in their beds. The paper concluded j the importance of carrying into effect the 


thus: ‘‘The basis of my remarks is this 
proposition--A mere thought instantly in- 
duces a physical change, it may be, even 
in the crasis of the blood. By the directing 
or averting such thought to or from dis- 
ordered structure or function, we may con- 
stantly avail ourselves of a valuable auxili- 
ary in the practice of our intricate science.”’ 
— Med. Times and Gazette, March 26, 1853. 
Colour - Blindness. —Dr. Witson, of 
Edinburgh, in a paper in the Atheneum, 
refers to this subject as having an import 
ant bearing on the system of railway sig 
nalling by colours, especially by red and 
green danger signals. This affection 
(“‘ Daltonism,”’ Chromato pseudopsis, Achro- 
matopsia, etc.), Dr. Wilson considers in 
three important practical relations: 1. That 
the affection is much more prevalent than is 
generally imagined. 2. Thatred and green, 
the colours used for danger-signals on our 
railways, are exactly those which are most 
frequently confounded with each other by 
the subjects of colour-blindness. 3. That 
colour-blindness implies not merely a 
confusion in distinguishing between two or 
more colours, but, at least in many cases, 
an imperfect appreciation or feeble hold. of 
colour altogether as a quality of bodies. 
Prevost says, that colour-blindness occurs 
in one male among twenty. Seebeck (in 
Poggendorff, Annalen, xliii. 177) found five 
cases among forty youths, in Berlin. Pro- 
fessor Kelland, of the University of Edin- 
burgh, has this session found three examples 
among 150 students. In four of the cases 
which had come under Dr. Wilson’s notice, 
none of them could be trusted to distinguish 
ared signal froma green one; and there 
was not only false vision of colours, but, in 
many instances, total colour-blindness—so 
that the subjects of it doubted as to all 
colours, and would not swear in a court of 
justice as to any colour. These facts, in 
connection with the continually augmenting 
number of railway accidents occurring, 
must show the imperative necessity of strict 
examination being instituted as to the per- 
fect vision of all railway servants.—Med. 
Times and Gazette, April 9, 1853. 
Intramural Interments —In the House of 
Commons on Friday, in answer to a ques- 





act of last year, and he had given instruc- 
tions by which a member of the Board of 
Health was inspecting, one after another, 
all the graveyards of the metropolis. In 
proportion as the reports were received, he 
should take the necessary steps under the 
Act for obtaining orders in Council for shut- 
ting up the graveyards that were reported 
to be unfit for farther use. (Hear, hear.) 
Judging of the future from the past, he 
should expect that in a very short period all 
the graveyards would be closed. (Hear, 
hear.) In regard to similar measures for 
the country, there was at present no power 
vested in the Government for that purpose ; 
but it would require consideration whether, 
in the course of the session, it would or 
would not be expedient to ask for any simi- 
lar powers for the country. (Hear, hear.)— 
Med. Times and Gazette, April 2, 1853. 

{When shall we see the public-in this 
country roused to the importance of taking 
measures to prevent the injury to health and 
sacrifice of life, caused by the noisome 
atmosphere of over-crowded burial grounds 
in large cities. We are allowing in this 
country this nuisance to grow up and to 
increase until it shall become no longer 
bearable; and then a reform which would 
now be effected for comparatively a trifling 
sum, will cost an immense sum to accom- 
plish. The subject of prohibiting inter- 
ment within the city of Philadelphia, was 
brought before councils a year or two ago, 
but the opposition of a few persons inter- 
ested in the continuance of the nuisance, 
prevented the measure being consummated. 
We trust some of our philanthropists will 
awake to the importance of this measure, 
and not rest until they have brought about 
a reform.) 

Duty of Medical Men.—Dr. Toop, in his 
farewell address on resigning his professor- 
ship, made the following remarks :-—- 

‘* Tt appears to me, that when a man pro- 
poses to devote himself to the practice of an 
honourable profession, he has a twofold 
duty to perform; first, to fit himself to the 
utmost of his ability for the practical duties 
of that profession; and, secondly, having 
done s0, it is incumbent on him to divest 
himself as far as possible of every engage- 
ment which may interfere with his bending 
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his thoughts and attention to the various} Convulsions, Puerperal.—Mr. Bouton 
anxious, difficult, afd often perplexing ques { (Lancet, Jan. 29) relates a case in which 
tions which are continually arising in the } severe puerperal convulsions, coming on 
course of his professional practice. Every immediately before labour, and unchecked 
member of a liberal profession should keep ‘by depletion, were completely arrested by 
it constantly in view that he exercises his } the inhalation of chloroform. 

calling not simply for hisown personal bene-} Dr. Holst (Neue Zt. fiir Geburtsk., vol. 
fit, but for the public good, and for the good ; xxxii. p. 85), in a bad case of puerperal 
of his profession at large. So every prac- } convulsions, attended with great rigidity of 
tising physician or surgeon, whether the }the os uteri, threw up warm water against 
sphere of his labour be within wide or nar- } the os uteri for six minutes, as in Kiwisch’s 
row limits, should bear in mind that in the} method for bringing on labour. ‘The os 
successful application of his art, by fair, ’ speedily dilated, and labour was completed 
honourable, and truthful means, is involved § by the forceps. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


the repute and estimation in which his pro- 
fession is held by the public at large. Let 
each of us act under the feeling, that to him- 
self specially is committed the keeping of 
the honourable character and the scientific 
credit of our common profession, and he 
will have the strongest motives, not only to 
eschew everything that savours of charla- 
tanical pretence, but to seek for and insure 
the highest means of moral and intellectual 
culture.— Med. Times and Gazette, March 
26, 1853. 





Diarrhea:—Mr. Nortu (Med. Times and 
Gaz., Feb. 12), in noticing the employment 
of dilute sulphuric acid (in 33s. doses every 
2 or 3 hours), states that it is in the serous 
forms, especially when attended with 
cramps, that it is most useful. 


King's College.—Dr. Todd has resigned 
the Professorship of Physiology in this In- 
stitution, the increasing cares of a very large 
private practice demanding all his time and 
attention. Itis supposed that Dr. Bowman, 


Neuralgia.—Cazenave (Rev. Med. Chir.) } who for the last three or four years has held 


recommends in facial neuralgia, an ointment 


the professorship conjointly with Dr. Todd 


composed of chloroform 20 parts, prussiate } will be offered the vacant chair. 


of potash 10 parts, and lard 60 parts; a 
piece the size of a walnut to be rubbed over 
the painful part. An oiled silk cap is then 
to be worn for some hours. 

Ovarian Cysts.—M. Durtay (Archiv. 
Gen., Feb. 1853) relates a case in which an 
ovarian tumour was tapped, 164 litres of 
fluid drawn off, and 250 grammes of a fluid / 
(composition: water 100 parts, alcohol 50, ; 
iodine 5, iodide of potassium 5,) were | 
thrown into the cyst, and then made to issue 
out again through the canula, by pressure; 
all but 2 grammes were discharged. Some 
sharp pain and fever followed; but in three 
days all unfavourable symptoms disappeared, 


~~ 





act time not given) had continued well. 


Testimonial to Professor Liebig.—It is in 


contemplation to present an honorary tes- 


timonial to Professor Liebig on the occa- 


sion of his retirement from the University 


of Giessen and his appointment at Munich. 
The committee which has been appointed 
to carry out this intention, includes most of 
the scientific celebrities of the present day, 
and Professor Graham has been appointed 
the chairman.—Med. Times and Gazette, 
April 2, 1853. 

New Hospital for Contagious Diseases 
near Rio de Janeiro.—The Emperor of 
Brazil, solicitous for the welfare of foreign- 
ers who frequent the port of the capital, has, 
by a decree of the 3d of January of the pre- 
sent year, founded, in the neighbourhood of 


; 
and the patient up to the date of report (ex- | 
Q 


Phlegmon.—Pott1 (Gaz. Tose. 1, 1852) }Rio de Janeiro, an hospital, denominated 
confirms the statements of Bellini, as to the the ‘* Maritime Hospital of St. Isabel,’’ in 
abortive cure of subinflammatory swellings } which all seamen and others from on board 
of the skin and subcutaneous cellular tissue } the vessels that may arrive in the port sufler- 
by the application of a few drops of liquor {ing from any contagious disorder, or sus- 
ammoniz. In syphilitic bubo, this method } pected of the same, will be accommodated 
is also useful.—B. and F. Med. Chir. Rev. } and treated in the best possible manner, free 
April, 1853. of all expense, except such contributions as 
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they may be able and willing to make to After a short stay in London, where he 

the establishment.—Med. Times and Ga- studied under Sir William Blizard and Dr. 

zette, March 12, 1853. ; Robinson, he spent three years in Visiting 
_ ‘the chief Continental Schools, among which 


Pereira’s Elements of Materia Medica | 
and T herapeutics.—We are happy to see it : 
announced, that the portion of the second | 
volume of this most valuable work, which | 
was left incomplete by its lamented author, | 
will be published during the summer. It; 
will be edited by Dr. Alfred S. Taylor, and 


Dr. George Owen Rees, from the notes and ; 


memoranda of the late Dr. Pereira. { 


may be mentioned those of Berlin, Gottin- 
gen, Hamburg, Copenhagen, etc. Among 
the distinguished teachers with whom Dr. 
Graves was now brought into contact, were 
Hufeland and Behrend, under whom he ac- 
quired that taste for the clinical study of 


‘disease, and the cultivation of pathology, 


which so strongly marked his subsequent 
career, and so characterize his writings 
In the year 1821, Dr. Graves settled in 


pe Se { Dublin, and having succeeded, in conjunc- 
P * {tion with some other surgeons and physi- 


M. Pavt Dvsors has been appointed ac- } .. i ishi é hoal-of 
evachour to the Bupren. }cians, in establishing a private school o 


{ medicine, and having also been elected one 
{ of the physicians of the Meath, entered with 

Ozitvary Recorp.--We record with great energy and zeal on the arduous career 
profound regret the death of Ropert James of a medical teacher. The school of which 
Graves, of Dublin, which took place on the he was one of the founders, known as the 
20th of March, in the fifty-seventh year of ; Park-street School (now the site of St. 
his age. Dr. Graves was one of the bright- ; Mark’s Ophthalmic Hospital), rapidly ac- 
est ornaments of the Dublin School, and his : quired a very high character. Here he first 
labors had made his name as familiar in ; taught medical jurisprudence, subsequently 
America as it was in Ireland. } pathological anatomy, but afterwards became 

Dr. Graves was the youngest son of the ‘ associated with Doctor, now Sir Henry 
Rev. Richard Graves, Dean of Ardagh. ; Marsh, in the Chair of Practice of Physic. 
After having received a very careful preli-; The Meath Hospital, however, was the 
minary education, he entered as a fel- { great theatre of his most important labours. 
low-commoner in Trinity College, Dub-} He here found apt and zealous pupils, and 
lin, and at once evinced abilities of a}many of the best and most accomplished 
high order. Among a large number of’ practitioners now in Ireland, England, the 








candidates ata July entrance, he took the } 
first place, and from this time maintained a} 
high status in his class, having been a} 
‘*donble- first’? man almost in his entire un- ; 
dergraduate course. With two exceptions, 
he obtained the first prize in classics and 
science at every examination, and having 
put in every term examination, and obtained 
a valde in omnibus, he thus entitled himself 
to, and received a gold medal, on taking his 
degree of Bachelor in Arts. 

Having determined to devote himself to 
medicine, Mr. Graves commenced his pro- 
fessional studies in Dublin, and laboured 
with equal zeal and industry in the acquire- 
ment of medical knowledge, as he had done 
previously in his university career. 

Having graduated in medicine, he took 
the wise determination of visiting some 
of the chief schools of Europe, and of thus 
extending the education he had received at 
home by familiarizing himself with the 
modes of observation pursued elsewhere. ’ 











Colonies, and the public service, were then 
numbered among Dr. Graves’s class at the 
Meath Hospital, and many have lived to 
acknowledge with pleasure and pride the 
obligations they owed to his teachings, and 
the stimulus which his example lent to their 
exertions. ‘Two among this number must 
be specially named: Dr. Richard Townsend 
and Dr. William Stokes, now Regius Pro- 
fessor of Physic in the University of Dublin. 
Thus energetically and ardently working 
and teaching, the example of Dr. Graves at 
this period exercised the best influence on 
the medical youth of Dublin. His labours, 
however, were not confined to those of teach- 
ing. From an early period in his medical ca- 
reer he evinced the highest talents for original 
observation, and the results of his inquiries 
began to appear in print, and to attract at- 
tention, from the masterly style of his de- 
lineations of disease, his graphic manner, 
and the clearness, judgment, and decision 
with which his views were enunciated. 
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Dr. William Stokes having graduated in} modern medical compositions. He was a 
Edinburgh, and having subsequently been } strenuous advocate of the doctrine of con- 
appointed Dr. Graves’s colleague at the{tagion, and vigorously opposed the views 
Meath Hospital, these two names are hence- | advanced with regard to the non-contagious 
forth to be met with together as teachers and nature of cholera during its last outbreak. 
fellow-labourers in the field of original re-} He was a firm supporter of the dignity and 
search. Under their joint editorship ap- honour of his profession, and on the only 
peared the valuable series of Meath Hospital } occasion in which he descended into the 
Reports, which have connected the name of} arena of medical politics, he fought boldly 
this institution with the progress of Irish} and fearlessly, though unsuccessfully, for 
medicine during the last thirty years. the rights of his brother practitioners. Dur- 

In the year 1827, Dr. Graves was elected } ing many years, Dr. Graves enjoyed a large 
Professor of the Institutes of Medicine to} and lucrative practice, and was much re- 
the King and Queen’s College of Physicians } cherché as a consultant. For some time 
in Ireland—a chair which he continued to fill} past his health had been only indifferent, and 
for many years with great distinction. of late he suffered from attacks of atonic 

Independently of the publication of his’ gout. His last illness was attended with 
various detached papers and monographs, ‘ considerable suffering, the lungs being much 
Dr. Graves lent valuable assistance to the} congested. He had also violent paroxysmal 
establishment of a periodical medical lite-; attacks of cough, which the slightest ex- 
rature in Ireland. Inthe year 1830, the fifth ' ertion was sufficient to induce. Symptoms 
and last volume of the ‘‘Dublin Hospital of a purpuric condition of the blood, accom- 
Reports’’ was committed to his editorship} panied by anasarca, were subsequently 
by Dr. Cheyne. Two years subsequently, } manifested. 
the Dublin Journal of Medical and Chemi- 
cal Science, the predecessor of the Dublin} M. Orriza, the eminent physician and 
Quarterly Journal of Medicine, was pro-? toxicologist, died in Paris on Saturday, the 
jected and established by Sir Robert Kane, } 12th of March, of pneumonia, after a short 
then a student of Medicine, and a pupil at } illness, aged seventy. He had lectured on 
the Meath Hospital. After the appear- ‘the 4th in comparative health and spirits, 
ance of a few Numbers, Drs. Graves and! before as numerous an audience as had as- 
Stokes became associated in the editorship; sembled around him for the last thirty-four 
of the periodical, and Dr. Kane having been} years. The funeral obsequies for M. Orfila 
soon forced to resign his connection with it } were performed onthe 15th of March last with 
by his increasing devotion to chemical in-} great pomp, at the church of St. Sulpice. 
quiry, it continued in the same hands till} Nearly the whole of the 20th batallion of the 
1842, National Gcuard was present, to render mili- 

In the original and review department of} tary honours to the deceased, as grand offi- 
this journal, Dr. Graves wasa large and con- } cer to the Legion of Honour. The church 
stant contributor. In the year 1843, ap-} was crowded, and amongst the congregation 
peared the first edition of his *‘ Clinical Lec-} were the greater part of the members of the 
tures on the Practice of Medicine.’”” Of} Faculty of Medicine, the Academy of Medi- 
this work, which passed through a second } cine, and the Academy of Sciences. The 
edition, with much careful revision, and the | eminent men of science never met in greater 
addition of. much valuable matter under the} numbers than on this occasion. Many of 
hands of Dr. Neligan, in the year 1848, it is } the high public functionaries were also pre- 
quite unnecessary for usto speak. It is well- }sent. The cords of the pall were held by 
known to eve’: clinical school in Europe. {MM.P. Dubois, Berard, Dubois d’ Amiens, 

As a lecture., Dr. Graves was distin-} and De Bussy. After the religious service, 
guished by a force and clearness of language, } the body was conveyed to the cemetery of 
and an earnestness of manner, which irre. | Mount Parnasse, followed by an immense 
sistibly commanded attention, while his fine } line of mourners. 
person and noble features won the admira-} M. Orfila was-by birth a Spaniard, but 
tion of his hearers. His style as a writer! was naturalized in France in the early part 
was at once simple yet nervous, and full of} of the reign of Louis Philippe. In 1805, M. 
graphic power; and his delineations of dis- | Orfila went to sea in a merchant-vessel, and 
ease are among the most successful of; it was intended by his friends that he should 
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enter the navy, but he had already a strong { with his Treatise on Poisons; or, Gene- 
inclination for the Medical Profession, and ral Toxicology. The next works published 
suddenly abandoned the sea and went to; by him, which acquired European reputa- 
Valencia to study medicine. Asa student; tion, were the Elements of Legal Medi- 
he greatly distinguished himself, and car- ‘cine, and Lessons on Legal Medicine, 


ried off the first prize in physics and chem- 
istry. A favourable report having been 
made of his studies tu the Junta of Barce- 
lona, that body resolved to send him to Paris, 
to study the natural sciences, and a sum of 


which went through several editions; he 
was also the author of many other works of 
almost equal celebrity. We may also men- 
tion the publication, some years ago, of his 
Lectures on Organic Chemistry. During the 


whole of the reign of Louis Philippe, M. Or- 
fila remained at the head of the Faculty of 
Medicine, but after the revolution of Febru- 
ary, the Provisional Government revoked his 
was thus deprived of pecuniary resources; functions. In the course of his researches 
for continuing his studies, but he had fortu- {into the action of poisons, M. Orfila per- 
nately an uncle established at Marseilles, } formed numerous experiments with animals, 
who agreed to provide him with 1500f. per § some of which, from the great suffering that 
annum, until he should obtain the diploma; they occasioned, induced a belief among 
of Doctor in Medicine, when this allowance ; persons who were not personally acquainted 
was to cease. M. Orfila passed a brilliant } with him, that his nature was cruel, This, 
examination, and obtained his diploma. } however, was very far from being the case. 
Having no longer any funds at his command, ; He was humane and benevolent, and it was 
he opened a course of lectures in chemistry, ’ with great pain to himself that he was com- 
which was well attended, and furnished him pelled, in order to make science useful to his 
with the means of living. Some of the most: fellow-creatures, to perform some of these 
eminent men of the present day were amongi experiments. In the celebrated Lafarge 


1500f. per annum was voted to him for that 
purpose. He went to Paris in 1807, and had 
hardly been there ten months, when war 
broke out between France and Spain. He 











his pupils ; among them may be mentioned 
Jules Cloquet, Beclard. sen., and M. 
Edwards. The reputation of M. Orfila 
continued to increase, and, in 18]6, he was 
appointed one of the physicians of Louis 
XVIII. He was next elected a Professor ; 
of the Faculty of Legal Medicine, and, in} 
1823, he was chosen to fill the Chair of 
Chemistry. He had already been elected 
a member of the Academy of Medicine. 
The Revolution of 1830 opened to M. Orfila 
a new era of distinctions. He was succes- : 
sively elected Dean of the Faculty, member 
of the Council-General of Hospitals, and 
member of the Council-General of the De- 
partment. After he had received his letters 
of naturalization, he was appointed a mem- 
ber of the Council of Public Instruction, 
and was successively named chevalier, and 
officer and commander of the Legion of 
Honour. Most traders are aware of the 
importance attached to the opinions of M. 
Orfila, in cases of legal medicine. In cases 
of poisoning, where much depended on the 
medical evidence, he was invariably called 
upon by the Courts of Assize. His evi- 
dence in the Lafarge case and others created 
great sensation, and had a decided influence 
on the juries. The scientific reputation of 
M. Orfila may be said to have commenced 
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case, M. Raspail, who was opposed to him, 
disputed with great energy most of his 
statements, but without effect; and subse- 
quently the opinion expressed by M. Orfila 
in opposition to that of M. Raspail, as to 
the absorption of poisons by the human 
body after interment, by contact with the 
earth, to such an extent as to reveal the pre- 
sence of a quantity which would lead toa 
supposition that it had been administered 
during life, has been confirmed by most of 
the eminent men who have been examined 
on such questions before Courts of Assize. 
M. Orfila suffered physically for some time 
before his death, and had been long asevere 
mental sufferer from the affliction caused by 
the illness of his son, who had become epi- 
leptic, and so affected in mind that it was 
found necessary to place him in a maison de 
santé, 

M. Orfila has bequeathed a large scientific 
Museum to the town of Angers, a place for 
which he entertained a great affection ; and 
he has also left 120,000 fr.to the Academy of 
Medicine, to found scientific prizes. — Lancet 
and Med. Times and Gazette. 

Died March 4, in Dublin, of a poisoned 
wound, incurred in an exercise of his duty 
as physician accoucheur, F. R. Manson, 
M.D. Aged 32. 


